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The Acts of Andrew and Matthias (AAMt) 3 represent one of the most popular apocryphal texts. It could be demonstrated by more than 30 Greek manuscripts and various Greek versions of the work. They had been translated into nearly all languages of the Christian oicumene (Latin, Slavonic, Armenian, Georgian, Syriac, Christian Palestinian Aramaic, Arabic, Coptic and Ethiopian), and often -more than once (as it was the case with Latin, Slavonic, Syriac, Coptic and Ethiopian). The Andreas, a revision of the AAMt is, in fact, one of the oldest Anglo-Saxon texts. On the other side of the Christian world, in Ethiopia, three feasts linked with the AAMt were introduced into the church calendar. The Acts constituted an integral part of numerous texts dedicated mostly, but not exclusively, to Apostle Andrew. They also influenced other texts of the cycle of Andrew (Acts of Peter and Andrew, Acts of Andrew and Bartholomew) and Christian hagiography as a whole : for instance, the Life of Shenouda and the Agapius' journey to Paradise (its impact has also constituted a topic of our research).
Both ancient and modern authors (from A. von Gutschmidt and S. Reinach onwards 4 )
were interested mostly in the most impressive and colourful aspects of the AAMt -the Apostle's exotic journey to the land of cannibals and his endeavours there. It will be shown however that the form of apocrypha is of secondary importance in comparison to their contents -and it reflects their ideology: one should remember the Acts of John 26-29 where the idea that all external forms are secondary is presented explicitly. Meanwhile the search for the AAMt's inner contents has just begun (if one does not take into consideration notorious attempts by R. D.
MacDonald to view the AAMt as Christian Odyssey and to stretch it to the AA 5 ). Only in 2000s first tentative suggestions on the link between the image of cannibals in the acts and the Eucharist have been made 6 .
It is necessary to study in a new way the contents and ultimately the meaning of the Acts.
In this paper I would concentrate my attention at geography and chronology of the text that have their own specific structure and contains surprisingly a hidden Feast cycle. 3 The text see below. 4 GUTSCHMID (A. VON) , «Die Königsnamen in den apokryphen Apostelgeschichten» in Rheinisches Museum für klassische Philologie, N.F. 19 (1864 ), p. 161-183, 380-401 (repr. in ID., Kleine Schriften, ed. F. Rühl, vol. 2, Leipzig 1890 ; REINACH (S.), «Les apôtres chez les antropophages» in Revue de l'histoire et de littérature religieuse, 9 (1904) 
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transfer the action in an imaginary space to emphasize its fictional character. Moreover the author construes the action as a 'Russian doll' (cf. also 15. 2) : the story of Andrew's voyage is placed within the story of the city of anthropophagi, and the former has its own insertion -the story of the miracles of Jesus in Palestine.
In general spatial composition of the text looks harmonious : it its first part the action takes place on the ship and in Palestine 'hidden' therein, and in the second one -in the city of anthropophagi. These main benchmarks are followed by additional coordinates : Jerusalem, Achaia/Pontus, the fig-tree, the city of barbarians that put the text's plot into wider context of scriptural and apostolic history. It should be stressed again however that the main characteristic of the AAMt's geography is its anonymity, the author's conscious rejection of real geography and substituting it with fictional one so that all alter attempts to localize the city of anthropophagi (see above, I. 2. E) are in fact, the text's interpretations. This 'rejection of geography' is intended, in our opinion, to emphasize the symbolic character of the narration.
C. Chronological structure
Time, external and internal, provoked less curiosity among the scholars who have studied Some chronological links could also be found on a higher level. If drawing of the lots takes place on the Pentecost, and it is not said that Matthias has gone anywhere else on his way to the cannibals then all the events described in the text are taking place during the first year since Christ's death and Resurrection. Thus it follows that Andrew re-enacts sufferings of his
Teacher exactly in a year after they took place -this idea of annual re-enacting of the events of Sacred history constitutes the basis of Church calendar.
The feast cycle from AAMt with its peculiarities like Lent's length, Passions' structure etc. could represent a liturgical practice of the 4 th c.-community where the Acts were written.
1.
(1) About that time all the apostles had come together to the same place, and shared among themselves the countries, casting lots, in order that each might go away into the part that had fallen to him. By lot, then, it fell to Matthias to set out to the country of the maneaters. (2) And the men of that city used neither to eat bread nor drink wine ; but they ate the flesh of men, and drank their blood. Every man, therefore, who came into their city they laid hold of, and made him blind digging thrust out his eyes, and after putting his eyes out they gave him a drug to drink, prepared by sorcery and magic ; and from drinking the drug his heart was altered and his mind deranged.
2.
(1) Matthias then having come into the gate of their city, the people of that city laid hold of him, and thrust out his eyes ; and after putting his eyes out they made him drink the drug of their magical deception, and led him away to the prison, and put beside him grass to eat, and he ate it not. For when he had partaken of their drug, his heart was not altered, nor his mind deranged ; but he kept praying to God, weeping, and saying : (2) Because in the case of every man whom they laid hold of, they noted that day on which they laid hold of him, and tied a tablet to his right hand, that they might know the completion of the thirty days.
4.
(1) And it came to pass when the 27 days were fulfilled since Matthias was seized, the Lord appeared to Andrew in the country where he was teaching, and said to him : «Rise up, and set out with your disciples to the country of the man-eaters, and bring forth Matthias out of that place ; for yet three days, and the men of the city will bring him forth and slay him for their food.» (2) And Andrew answered and said : «O Lord, I shall not be able to accomplish the journey there before the fixed time of the three days. But send Your angel quickly, that he may bring him out thence : for you know, Lord, that I also am flesh, and shall not be able to go there quickly, and also i do not know the way.» (3) And the Lord says to Andrew : «Obey Him who made you, and Him who is able to say in a word, and that city shall be removed thence, and all the men who dwell in it. For I command the horns of the winds, and they drive it thence. But rise up early, and go down to the sea with your disciples, and you shall find a boat upon the shore, and you shall go aboard with your disciples.» And having said this, the Saviour again said :
«Peace to you, Andrew, along with those with you!» And He went into the heavens.
5.
(1) And Andrew having risen up early, proceeded to the sea along with his disciples ; and having come down to the shore, he saw a little boat and in the boat three men sitting. For the Lord by His own power had prepared a boat, and He was like a pilot in the boat ;
and He brought two angels whom He made to appear like men, and they were with Him in the boat. (2) Andrew, therefore, having beheld the boat, and the three who were in it, rejoiced with exceeding great joy, and having gone to them, he said : «Where are you going, brethren, in this without giving us the passage-money, and without having bread for your nourishment?» (2) And Andrew said to Him : «Listen, brother ; do not think that it is through masterfulness that we do not give you our passage-money, but we are disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ, servants of the good God. For He chose us twelve, and gave us such a commandment, saying : 'When you go to preach, do not carry silver in the journey, nor bread, nor bag, nor shoes, nor staff, nor two coats'.
If, therefore, you will do us the kindness, brother, tell us at once ; if not, let us know, and we shall go and seek another boat for ourselves.» ( 7.
(1) And having gone on board, he sat down by the boat's sail. And Jesus answered and said to one of the angels : «Rise and go down to the hold of the boat, and bring up three loaves, that the brethren may eat, lest perchance they be hungry, from having come to us off a long journey.» And the angel rose and went down to the hold of the boat, and brought up three loaves, as the Lord commanded him ; and he gave them the loaves. (2) Then Jesus said to Andrew : «Rise up, brother, with your children, and partake of food, that you may be strong to bear the tossing of the sea.» And Andrew answered and said to his disciples : «My children, we have found great kindness from this man. Stand up, then, and partake of the nourishment of bread, that you may be strong to bear the tossing of the sea.» And his disciples were not able to answer him a word, for they were in distress because of the sea. Then Jesus forced Andrew to partake himself also of the nourishment of bread along with his disciples. And Andrew answered and said to Jesus, not knowing that it is Jesus : «Brother, may the Lord give you heavenly bread out of His kingdom. Allow then, brother ; for you see the children, that they are distressed because of the sea.» (3) And Jesus answered and said : «Maybe the brethren are without experience of the sea? But inquire of them whether they want to go to land and wait here, until you shall finish your business, and again come back to them.» And Andrew answered and said to his disciples : «My children, do you wish to go to the land, and me to remain here until I shall finish my business, for which I have been sent?» And they answered and said to Andrew : «If we 11 go away from you, may we become strangers to the good things which you have provided for us. Now, therefore, we are with you, wherever you may go.» 8.
(1) Jesus answered and said to Andrew : «If you are truly a disciple of Him who is called Jesus, tell your disciples the miracles which your Teacher did, that their soul may rejoice, and that they may forget the fear of the sea ; for, behold, we are going to take the boat off from the land.» And immediately Jesus said to one of the angels : «Let go the boat». And he let go the boat from the land. And Jesus came and sat down beside the rudder, and steered the boat. (2) Then Andrew exhorted and comforted his disciples, saying : «My children, who have given up your souls for the Lord, fear not ; for the Lord will not at all forsake you for ever. For at that time when I was with our Lord, we went on board the boat with Him, and He lay down to sleep in the boat, trying us ; for He was not fast asleep. And when a great wind having arisen, and the sea being stormy, so that the waves were uplifted, and came under the sail of the boat, and when we were in great fear, the Lord stood up and rebuked the winds. And there was a calm in the sea ;
for all things feared Him, as being made by Him. Now, therefore, my children, fear not ; for the Lord Jesus will not at all forsake you.» (3) And having said this, the holy Andrew prayed in his heart that his disciples might be led to sleep. And as Andrew was praying, his disciples fell asleep. 12.
(1) It came to pass as we, the twelve disciples, were going with our Lord into a temple of the Gentiles, that He might make known to us the ignorance of the devil. mother is Mary, and his brothers James and Simon?' And when we heard these words, our hearts were turned into faithlessness. (3) And Jesus, having known that our hearts were giving way, took us into a desert place, and did great miracles before us, and displayed to us all His Godhead.
And we spoke to the chief priests, saying : 'Come ye also, and see ; for, behold, He has persuaded us.'
13.
(1) And the chief priests having come, went with us ; and when we had gone into the temple of the Gentiles, Jesus showed us the image of heaven, that we might know whether the things were true or not. And there went in along with us thirty men of the people, and four chief priests. (2) And Jesus, having looked on the right hand and on the left of the temple, saw two sculptured sphinxes, one on the right and one on the left. And Jesus having turned to us, said
: 'Look at the image of the heaven ; for these are like the cherubim and the seraphim which are in heaven.' (3) Then Jesus, having looked to the sphinx, which was to the right, said to it : 'I say unto you, you image of that which is in heaven, which the hands of craftsmen have sculptured, be separated from your place, and come down, and answer and convict the chief priests, and Isaac, and the son of your son Jacob, and come to the three sanctuaries of the Jebusites, that you may confute the chief priests, in order that they may know that I know you, and you know me'»'.
(3) And when the sphinx heard these words, immediately it walked about in the presence of us all, and set out for the land of the Canaanites to the field of Mamre, and cried outside of the tomb, as Jesus had commanded her. And straightway the twelve patriarchs came forth alive out of the tomb, and answered and said to her : 'To which of us have you been sent?' And the sphinx answered and said : 'I have been sent to the three patriarchs for testimony. But do ye go in, and 14 rest until the time of the resurrection.' And having heard, they went into the tomb and fell asleep.
And the three patriarchs set out along with the sphinx to Jesus, and confuted the chief priests. (4) Then Jesus said to the patriarchs : 'Go away to your places', and they went away. And having again turned He said to the sphinx : 'Go up to your place', and straightway she went up and stood in her place. But also after seeing this they did not believe Him. (5) And He did shown to us also many other miracles, which if I shall recount, you will not be able to bear.» And Jesus answered and said to him : «I can bear it. But to a wise man one word is sufficient, and telling to a foolish man you will not persuade his soul till the hell.» 16.
(1) Then Jesus understood that the boat was about to come near the land, He bent down His head upon one of His angels, and was quiet, and ceased speaking to Andrew. After seeing this he also, reclining his head upon one of his disciples, fell asleep. (2) Jesus, therefore, understood that Andrew fell asleep and said to His angels : «Spread your hands, and carry Andrew and his disciples . Go and put them outside of the city of the man-eaters ; and having laid them on the ground, return to me.» And the angels did as Jesus commanded them, and carried Andrew and his disciples asleep, and taking them into the air brought them outside of the gates of the city of the man-eaters. And the angels putted them, and returned to Jesus. And Jesus went up into the heavens with His angels.
17.
(1) And when it was morning, Andrew, having awakened and looked up, found himself on the ground ; and having looked, he saw the gates of the city, and having looked around, He saw his disciples sleeping on the ground. And he wakened them saying : «Rise up, my children, and know the great dispensation that has happened to us. Learn that the Lord was with us in the boat, and we knew Him not ; for He transformed Himself as if He were a pilot in the boat, and humbled Himself, and appeared to us as a man, putting us to the test. Lord, I
recognized Your excellent words, but You did not manifest Yourself to me, and because of this I did not know You.» (2) And his disciples answered and said to him : «Father Andrew, do not think that we knew when you were speaking with Him in the boat, for we were weighed down by a most heavy sleep ; and eagles, came down, and lifted up our souls, and took them away into the Paradise in heaven, and we saw great wonders. For we beheld our Lord Jesus sitting on a throne of glory, and all the angels were round about Him, and praised Him. We beheld also Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the saints ; and David sang a song upon his kithara. And we beheld there you the twelve apostles standing by in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ, and outside of you twelve angels, round about you, and each angel standing behind each of you, and they were like you in appearance. And we heard the Lord saying to the angels : «Listen to the apostles in all things whatsoever they shall ask you.» These are the things which we have seen, father Andrew, until you woke us ; and they brought our souls into our bodies.» 15 Matthias, and bring him forth out of the prison, and all the strangers that are with him. For, behold, I show you, Andrew, before going into this city : they will show to you many terrible insults, and heap upon you tortures, and scatter your flesh in the ways and the streets of their city, and your blood shall flow to the ground, like water ; only they are not able to put you to death, but they will heap upon you many sorrows. But endure, our Andrew, and do not make according to their faithlessness. Remember how my soul has suffered many sorrows, when they smote and spat in my face saying to Me : 'In Beelzebub he is expulsing the demons.' Was I not able in the twinkling of my eyes to shake heaven and earth upon those, who sinned against Me?
But I have endured and forgave them, that I may show you an exemple. Now, therefore, our Andrew, if they will heap upon you these tortures, endure, for there are those who will believe in this city.' And having said this, the Savior went into the heavens. with his disciples to the east from the city. And Andrew commanded a cloud, and the cloud took up Matthias and the disciples of Andrew, and set them down on the mountain where Peter was seating and teaching, and they remained beside him.
22.
(1) And Andrew, having gone forth from the prison, walked about in the city, and having walked came to some place. And having seen a pillar of copper, and a statue standing upon it, he came and sat down behind this pillar until he should see what should happen. (2) And it happened that the executioners went to the prison to bring out the men for their food, according to the quotidian custom ; and they found the doors of the prison opened, and the guards lying dead upon the ground. And straightway they went, and reported to the rulers of the city, saying : «We found the prison opened, and having gone inside we found nobody, but the guards lying dead upon the ground.» And the rulers having heard this, said among themselves :
«What, then, has happened? Maybe some persons have gone into the prison of the city, and have killed the guards, and taken away those that were shut up.» And they commanded to the executioners, saying : «Go to the prison, and bring the seven men that are dead, that we may eat them up today. (3) And if will go tomorrow, let us bring together all the old men of the city, that they may cast lots upon themselves. And on whom the seven lots will come, we slay seven each day. And they shall be to us for food until we may choose young men, and put them in boats as sailors, that they may go away to the countries round about, and attack them, and bring some men here, that they may be for food to us.» And the executioners went to the prison, and brought the seven men that were dead. (4) And there was an oven built in the midst of the city, and there lay in the oven a large trough in which they killed the men. Their blood ran down into the trough, and they drew out of the blood and drank it. And they brought the dead men, and put them into the trough. here are the magicians who have gone into the prison, and brought out the men ; for, behold, they have bewitched these also. What, then, shall we do? Let us go now, and gather together the old men of the city, seeing that we are hungry.» 23.
(1) And they went and gathered them together, and found 217 ; and they brought them to the rulers, and they made them cast lots, and the lot came upon seven old men. (2) And one of those taken by lot answered and said to the officers : «I pray you, I have for myself one son ; take him, and slay him instead of me, and let me go.» And the officers answered and said to him : «We cannot take your son, unless we bring him first to our superiors.» And the officers went and told the rulers. And the rulers answered and said to the officers : «If he give us his son instead of himself, let him go.» And the officers went and told the old man. And the old man answered and said to them : «I have also a daughter along with my son ; take them, and kill them, only let me go.» And he gave his children to the officers, that they might kill them. (3) And the children wept to each other, and prayed the officers, saying : «We pray you do not kill us, as we are of so small a size ; but let us complete our size, and so kill us.» For it was a custom in that city, and they did not bury their dead, but ate them up. And the officers did not hearken to the children, nor take pity upon them, but carried them to the trough weeping and praying. (4) And it happened, as they were leading them away to kill them, that Andrew, having beheld what happened, shed tears ; and weeping, he looked up to heaven and said : «Lord Jesus Christ, as
You heard me in the case of the dead men, and did not suffer them to be eaten up, so also now hear me, that the executioners may not inflict death upon these children, but that the knives may be loosened out of the hands of the executioners, like the wax in the fire.» And straightway the knives were loosened, and fell out of the hands of the executioners. And when this came to pass, «What you have done to us, we also will do to you.» And they reasoned among themselves,
saying : «By what death shall we kill him?» And some of them said to each other : «If we take off his head, his death is not torture.» And other said in their turn : «If we burn him in the fire and give his body to our elders for food, this death will be nor ugly, nor torture for him too». (3) Then one of them, the devil having entered into his heart, answered and said to the multitudes :
«As he has done to us, so let us also do to him and find for him more fearful tortures. Let us rise up, then, and fasten a rope to his neck, and drag him through all the streets and lanes of the city every day till he dies. and when he is dead, we shall share his body and give it to all the citizens.» (4) And they did as he said to them ; and having fastened a rope round his neck, they dragged him through the streets and lanes of the city, and the flesh of the blessed Andrew stuck to the ground, and his blood flowed to the ground like water. And when it was evening they cast him into the prison, having bound his hands behind him ; and the blessed one was in sore distress.
26.
(1) And in the morning again they brought him out, and having fastened a rope round his neck, they dragged him about ; and again his flesh stuck to the ground, and his blood Only let not the foe to deride me'. (3) And as he was saying so, the devil walked behind, and said to the multitudes : «Strike him on the mouth, that he may not speak.» And when it was evening they took him again to the prison, having bound his hands behind him, and left him till the morrow again. (4) And the devil having taken with himself seven demons, whom the blessed one had cast out of the countries round about, and having gone into the prison, they stood before him and scoffed at him, wishing to kill him. And the demons answered and said to Andrew : «Now have you fallen into our hands. Where is your power, your glory and your exultation, thou that raisest yourself up against us, and dishonourest us, and tellest our doings in every place and country, and hast made our temples to become desolate houses, in order that sacrifices may not 20 be brought in them, so that we would enjoy them as well? Because of this, then, we shall also kill you, like your teacher called Jesus, whom Herod killed». 30.
(1) And the water killed their cattle and their children ; and they began to flee out of the city. Then Andrew said to the Lord : «My Lord Jesus Christ, I had time to come so attempt and work this miracle in this city ; forsake me not, but send Michael Your archangel, in a cloud of fire ; and let him surround this city so that even if somebody wanted to run away from it no one may be able to escape out of the fire.» And straightway a cloud of fire came down and encircled the city like a wall. Having seen the assistance given to him Andrew began to give his thanks to the Lord. (2) And the water was as high as the neck of those men, and it was eating them up exceedingly. And they wept and all cried, saying : «Woe to us! For all these things have come upon us because of the stranger who is in the prison and who we tortured. What shall we do now? Let us go to prison and release him, lest perchance we die in the water of this deluge but we all will exclaim : 'We believe in You, the God of the stranger -take this water from us'».
And they went out, crying with a loud voice : «God of the strange man, take away from us this exceedingly afraid, and began to say : «Woe unto us because this man is from God ; and now he will kill us because of the afflictions which we have caused him. For, behold, what he said to the executioners and the old man has befallen them. Now, therefore, he will command the fire, and it will burn us.» And Andrew, having heard, said to them : «Fear not, children ; for I shall not send these also to Hell, but those have gone, that you may believe.» 32.
(1) Then the blessed Andrew ordered to be brought up all who had died in the water ; and they were not able to bring them, for there had died a great multitude both of men, and women, and children, and cattle. Then Andrew prayed, and they all came to life. (2) And after these things he drew a plan of a church, and he caused the church to be built. And he gave them the ordinances of the law, saying to them : «Stand by these, in order that you may know the mysteries of our Lord Jesus Christ ; I would not give them to you now'.» (3) And they all prayed him : «We pray you, stay with us a few days, that we may be filled with your fountain, because we are newly planted». And he did not comply with their request, but said to them : «I shall go first to my disciples.» And the children followed after him, weeping and praying, with the men ;
and they cast ashes upon their heads. And he did not comply with them, but said : «I shall go to my disciples, and after that I shall come again to you.» And he went his way.
